PRAGUE-----PR AIRIB.

connected by railway. Its site is a regular
basin, cut in two by the river, from the
banks of which the houses rise on both sides
till they are terminated and inclosed by
hills of considerable height. When viewed
from the Karlsbrticke, or old bridge, the
city presents a most imposing appearance.
It was formerly
inclosed by a
wall and fosse,
but these de-
fences have been
now demolished.
Among the pub-
lic buildings of
Prague are the
old castle, or pa-
lace of the Bo-
hemian kings j
the R. Catholic
cathedral, a
Gothic structure
(founded 1344)

less from having
been only built
in part, though
an effort is now
being made to
complete it; the
great pile called
the Collegium
Clementinum,
consisting of
churches and
other buildings,
and containing
university lec-
ture-rooms, li-
brary, &c.; the
Carolinum, for
students of law
and medicine;
the town-hall; the Teynkirche or old church
of the Hussites, interesting as containing
statues and other works of art and the
burial-place of the astronomer Tycho Brahe;
the palace of Wallenstein, originally a mag-
nificent structure, but now much dilapidated,
&c. The manufactures of Prague are of
great variety, including gold and silver
embroidery, silk, woollen, cotton, and linen
goods, porcelain, and jewelry. The large
modern suburbs of Karolinenthal, Smichow,
Konigliche Weinberge, &c., are busy indus-
trial centres. From .its position on th e river
Moldau, Prague has free communication
with the Elbe, which gives it great facilities
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for transport in addition to its railway con-
nections. Prague is one of the oldest towns
in the kingdom, dating from the Sth cen-
tury. Its university \vas founded in 1348,
and had at one time about 10,000 students.
Recently it was divided into two universi-
ties, a German and a Czech or Bohemian,
having together
more than 3500
students. The
city was long
greatly disturbed
by the struggles
between the R
Catholics and the
Hussites. It suf-
fered severely
also in the Thirty
Years' war. In
1631 the city was
captured by the
Saxons, who were
driven out a few
months later by

View in Prague,

Since that date
it has passed
through many
vicissitudes. In
1742itwastaken
by the French
and Bavarians,
and two years
later capitulated
to Frederick the
Great. After the
SevenYears' war
the city made
rapid strides.
During the Aus-
tro-Prussian war
in 1866 Prague
was occupied by
the Prussians, and here the treaty of peace
was signed on the 23d August. Pop.
182,530, or with suburbs 310,483, of whom
about six-sevenths are Bohemians.
Prahran, a town in Victoria, Australia,
about 3J miles south-east of Melbourne.
Pop. 36,871. See Melbourne.
Prairial. See Calendar.
Prairie (French, 'meadow'), the name
given in North America to the vast natural
meadows or plains of the Mississippi valley,
especially lying between it and the Rocky
Mountains, and extending northwards into
Central Canada. Throughout this immense
territory the differences of level are sufficient